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CROPS

Temperatures averaged two to five

degrees above normals. Rainfall amounts ranged

from traces up to a quarter of an inch.

GENERAL

Corn planting got off to a slow start as

growers waited for warmer soil temperatures and

additional moisture before beginning, according

to the Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.

Many operators began planting alfalfa last week

while, in the Panhandle, sugar beet planting was

nearing completion. Fieldwork was very active

with an average of 6.2 days suitable. Activities

consisted of: applying fertilizer and herbicides,

shredding stalks, disking, and seeding small

grains and alfalfa. In the Panhandle, farmers

were working summer fallow and were kept out

of the fields for a time by high winds in some

areas. Southwestern growers were irrigating
wheat and alfalfa.

Topsoil moisture was rated 33% short and

67% adequate. Subsoil moisture was 90% short

and 10% adequate. Last year, topsoil moisture

was 89% short and 11% adequate, while subsoil

moisture was 75% short and 25% adequate.

Winter wheat condition was rated 1%

poor, 34% fair, 64% good, and 1% excellent.

Russian wheat aphids were reported as heavy

throughout most of the Panhandle with many

growers applying insecticides. Smaller popula-

tions were also reported in the Southwest. Army

cutworms were causing some damage to wheat

and alfalfa in the West and Southwest. High

winds damaged some wheat fields in the West,

and in the drier areas of the Panhandle, the crop

will be showing stress if moisture is not received

soon. Some reports of yellowing wheat were

received in the East, most caused by streak
mosaic.

Oat seeding was 90% complete compared

with 90% last year and 85% average.

Corn planting was just under way with

about 1% complete.

LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture feed supplies rated

60% short and 40% adequate. Pastures con-

tinued greening up across the State, most

needing additional moisture to promote growth.

High hay prices forced many operators to put

cattle on pastures, even through the pastures are

short. In the Southwest, cattle have been

grazing on wheat and some still were on crop
residue.

Total past week ..............
Total since April 1 ...........

Normal since April 1 ..........

Precipitation, April 1 - April 20, 1990

NW NC NE CEN

.27 .02 .15 .03

.80 .36 .40 .50
1.10 1.40 1.60 1.59

EC SW SC SE

.14 .19 .06 .10

.52 .58 .29 .75
1.80 1.17 1.40 1.80
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